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Winner of the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for History

"Impressively researched and beautifully crafted…a brilliant account of slavery in Virginia during and after
the Revolution." —Mark M. Smith, Wall Street Journal

Frederick Douglass recalled that slaves living along Chesapeake Bay longingly viewed sailing ships as
"freedom’s swift-winged angels." In 1813 those angels appeared in the bay as British warships coming to
punish the Americans for declaring war on the empire. Over many nights, hundreds of slaves paddled out to
the warships seeking protection for their families from the ravages of slavery. The runaways pressured the
British admirals into becoming liberators. As guides, pilots, sailors, and marines, the former slaves used their
intimate knowledge of the countryside to transform the war. They enabled the British to escalate their
onshore attacks and to capture and burn Washington, D.C. Tidewater masters had long dreaded their slaves
as "an internal enemy." By mobilizing that enemy, the war ignited the deepest fears of Chesapeake
slaveholders. It also alienated Virginians from a national government that had neglected their defense.
Instead they turned south, their interests aligning more and more with their section. In 1820 Thomas
Jefferson observed of sectionalism: "Like a firebell in the night [it] awakened and filled me with terror. I
considered it at once the knell of the union." The notes of alarm in Jefferson's comment speak of the fear
aroused by the recent crisis over slavery in his home state. His vision of a cataclysm to come proved
prescient. Jefferson's startling observation registered a turn in the nation’s course, a pivot from the national
purpose of the founding toward the threat of disunion. Drawn from new sources, Alan Taylor's riveting
narrative re-creates the events that inspired black Virginians, haunted slaveholders, and set the nation on a
new and dangerous course.
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From reader reviews:

Tommy Cowen:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia,
1772-1832: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
ideal book with you?

Brenda Robert:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in
Virginia, 1772-1832: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832 why because the excellent cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Jolene Rivera:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Internal Enemy: Slavery and
War in Virginia, 1772-1832: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832 or perhaps others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Internal
Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832 to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Kathleen Huckaby:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832: Slavery and War in Virginia,
1772-1832 we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative



person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with this book The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832:
Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832. You can more pleasing than now.
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