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Political jokes exist around the world and across many types of political systems. But what purposes do they
serve? Do they have an impact on politics—or on politicians? Surprisingly, scholars have paid scant
attention to these significant questions. And, until the publication of this book, no one had ever
systematically studied political humor in Mexico. When the first edition of this work was published in
Mexico, it caused a stir. Elected officials, it turned out, had grudgingly accepted that they and their politics
could be the target of jokes uttered in public, and even on television, but they were incensed that a leading
academic had collected political jokes into a book and analyzed their function in a country that had
experienced nearly a century of one-party rule.

 

Now available in English for the first time, Seriously Funny is a groundbreaking work. Its goal is to examine
the ways in which political humor—including nicknames, anagrams, poems, and parodies of religious
prayers, in addition to jokes—has developed and operated in one country over more than four centuries.
Although political humor thrives in Mexico, it is often cleverly encoded so that it doesn’t appear to be
critical of government policies or officials. But, writes Samuel Schmidt, that is precisely its purpose: to
question the actions and assumptions of the party in power. Schmidt argues persuasively that political jokes
are acts of minor rebellion: their objective is not to overthrow a government but to correct its mistakes.
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Childs:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Seriously Funny: Mexican Political Jokes as Social Resistance
to read.

Laurie Riley:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Seriously Funny: Mexican
Political Jokes as Social Resistance book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Regina Schubert:

Seriously Funny: Mexican Political Jokes as Social Resistance can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Seriously Funny:
Mexican Political Jokes as Social Resistance yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Tessa Krieger:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Seriously Funny: Mexican Political Jokes as Social
Resistance why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.
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