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When Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans, the world reacted with shock on seeing residents of this
distinctive city left abandoned to the floodwaters. After the last rescue was completed, a new worry
arose—that New Orleans’s unique historic fabric sat in ruins, and we had lost one of the most charming old
cities of the New World.
 
In Patina, anthropologist Shannon Lee Dawdy examines what was lost and found through the destruction of
Hurricane Katrina. Tracking the rich history and unique physicality of New Orleans, she explains how it
came to adopt the nickname “the antique city.” With innovative applications of “thing theory,” Patina
studies the influence of specific items—such as souvenirs, heirlooms, and Hurricane Katrina ruins—to
explore how the city’s residents use material objects to comprehend time, history, and their connection to
one another. A leading figure in “archaeology of the contemporary,” Dawdy draws on archaeological
evidence, archival and literary texts, and dozens of post-Katrina interviews to explore how the patina
aesthetic informs a political nostalgia that is critical of the present. An intriguing study of the power of
everyday objects, Patina demonstrates how sharing in the care of a historic landscape can unite a city’s
population—despite extreme divisions of class and race—and help envision a way of life that offers not a
return to the past, but an alternative future.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Hargis:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Patina: A
Profane Archaeology is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Beatrice Flanagan:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Patina: A Profane
Archaeology that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could
pick Patina: A Profane Archaeology become your starter.

Lillie Stein:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Patina: A Profane Archaeology can give you a lot
of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Patina: A Profane Archaeology.

Felecia Holst:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Patina: A Profane Archaeology can make you sense more interested to read.
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