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Invisible Giants is the Horatio Alger-esque tale of a pair of reclusive Cleveland brothers, Oris Paxton and
Mantis James Van Sweringen, who rose from poverty to become two of the most powerful men in America.
They controlled the country’s largest railroad system?a network of track reaching from the Atlantic to Salt
Lake City and from Ontario to the Gulf of Mexico. On the eve of the Great Depression they were close to
controlling the country’s first coast-to-coast rail system?a goal that still eludes us. They created the model
upper-class suburb of Shaker Heights, Ohio, with its unique rapid transit access. They built Cleveland’s
landmark Terminal Tower and its innovative "city within a city" complex. Indisputably, they created modern
Cleveland.

Yet beyond a small, closely knit circle, the bachelor Van Sweringen brothers were enigmas. Their actions
were aggressive, creative, and bold, but their manner was modest, mild, and retiring. Dismissed by many as
mere shoestring financial manipulators, they created enduring works, which remain strong today. The Van
Sweringen story begins in early-20th-century Cleveland suburban real estate and reaches its zenith in the
heady late 1920s, amid the turmoil of national transportation power politics and unprecedented empire-
building. As the Great Depression destroyed many of their fellow financiers, the "Vans" survived through
imaginative stubbornness?until tragedy ended their careers almost simultaneously. Invisible Giants is the
first comprehensive biography of these two remarkable if mysterious men.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Bennett:

The knowledge that you get from Invisible Giants: The Empires of Cleveland's Van Sweringen Brothers
(Ohio) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Invisible Giants: The Empires of
Cleveland's Van Sweringen Brothers (Ohio) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this specific Invisible Giants: The Empires of Cleveland's Van Sweringen Brothers (Ohio) instantly.

William Chestnut:

Invisible Giants: The Empires of Cleveland's Van Sweringen Brothers (Ohio) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement
in writing Invisible Giants: The Empires of Cleveland's Van Sweringen Brothers (Ohio) but doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Louise Suttle:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is Invisible Giants: The Empires of Cleveland's Van Sweringen Brothers (Ohio) this book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Stephen Porter:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Invisible Giants: The
Empires of Cleveland's Van Sweringen Brothers (Ohio) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.
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