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The literary influence of alchemy and hermeticism in the work of most medieval and early modern authors
has been overlooked. Stanton Linden now provides the first comprehensive examination of this influence on
English literature from the late Middle Ages through the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Drawing
extensively on alchemical allusions as well as on the practical and theoretical background of the art and its
pictorial tradition, Linden demonstrates the pervasiveness of interest in alchemy during this three-hundred-
year period. Most writers?including Langland, Gower, Barclay, Eramus, Sidney, Greene, Lyly, and
Shakespeare?were familiar with alchemy, and references to it appear in a wide range of genres. Yet the
purposes it served in literature from Chaucer through Jonson were narrowly satirical. In literature of the
seventeenth century, especially in the poetry of Donne, Herbert, Vaughan, and Milton, the functions of
alchemy changed. Focusing on Bacon, Donne, Herbert, Vaughan, and Milton?in addition to Jonson and
Butler?Linden demonstrates the emergence of new attitudes and innovative themes, motifs, images, and
ideas. The use of alchemy to suggest spiritual growth and change, purification, regeneration, and millenarian
ideas reflected important new emphases in alchemical, medical, and occultist writing. This new tradition did
not continue, however, and Butler's return to satire was contextualized in the antagonism of the Royal
Society and religious Latitudinarians to philosophical enthusiasm and the occult. Butler, like Shadwell and
Swift, expanded the range of satirical victims to include experimental scientists as well as occult charlatans.
The literary uses of alchemy thus reveal the changing intellectual milieus of three centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Lucy Fletcher:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English Literature from
Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the English Renaissance) can be excellent book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

James Vera:

Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the
English Renaissance) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English
Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the English Renaissance) although doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Daniel Engle:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the
English Renaissance) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Debra Weeks:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy
in English Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the English Renaissance) to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and looking
at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the



book Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the
English Renaissance) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of these time.
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