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When the national park system was first established in 1916, the goal "to conserve unimpaired" seemed
straightforward. But Robert Keiter argues that parks have always served a variety of competing purposes,
from wildlife protection and scientific discovery to tourism and commercial development. In this trenchant
analysis, he explains how parks must be managed more effectively to meet increasing demands in the face of
climate, environmental, and demographic changes. 

Taking a topical approach, Keiter traces the history of the national park idea from its inception to its
uncertain future. Thematic chapters explore our changing conceptions of the parks as wilderness sanctuaries,
playgrounds, educational facilities, and more. He also examines key controversies that have shaped the parks
and our perception of them. 

Ultimately, Keiter demonstrates that parks cannot be treated as special islands, but must be managed as the
critical cores of larger ecosystems. Only when the National Park Service works with surrounding areas can
the parks meet critical habitat, large-scale connectivity, clean air and water needs, and also provide
sanctuaries where people can experience nature. Today's mandate must remain to conserve unimpaired—but
Keiter shows how the national park idea can and must go much farther. 

Professionals, students, and scholars with an interest in environmental history, national parks, and federal
land management, as well as scientists and managers working on adaptation to climate change should find
the book useful and inspiring.
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From reader reviews:

James Sharpton:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The To Conserve Unimpaired: The
Evolution of the National Park Idea is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Barbara Baker:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually To Conserve Unimpaired: The Evolution of the National Park Idea why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Roderick Olin:

This To Conserve Unimpaired: The Evolution of the National Park Idea is fresh way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this To Conserve
Unimpaired: The Evolution of the National Park Idea can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Catherine Graziani:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this To Conserve Unimpaired: The Evolution of the National Park Idea can make you



really feel more interested to read.
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