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‘He’ll grow out of it,’ my friends told me.
‘He’s so intelligent,’ my family said.
‘Your parents are mathematicians,’ people reminded me. ‘What did you expect?’

What did I expect? We expect many things of our children. Most of the time we are only aware of these
expectations when something happens to make it impossible for them to be fulfilled.

When Ben is a baby, Rachel puts his behavioural quirks down to eccentricity. He likes to count letterboxes;
he hates to get his hands dirty; loud noises make him anxious.

But as Ben grows and his quirks become more pronounced, it becomes clear there is something else going
on. When he is diagnosed with autism, Rachel must reconsider everything she thought she knew about
parenting, about Ben, and about how best to mother him. Reaching One Thousand charts her quest to
understand autism and to build a new kind of relationship with her son.

Exquisitely written, this is a thought-provoking reflection on family and understanding and a tender love
letter from a mother to her son.

Shortlisted for the 2013 National Biography Award.

“This is the best kind of memoir – there is a beautiful calm clarity that drew me in, and held me until the
end.” – Georgia Blain

"Deeply touching but never sentimental, this remarkable book is more than a story of one boy and his
mother. It’s a thoughtful meditation on the intricate workings of the human mind and heart." – Toni Jordan

‘A memoir to remember and share.’ - Courier Mail

‘Rewarding on many levels, this is an exceptional book.’ - West Australian

“A deeply enriching book about being human” – The Age

Rachel Robertson lectures in professional writing and publishing at Curtin University. Her fiction and essays
have been published in The Best Australian Essays, Australian Book Review, Griffith Review and Island. Her
essay ‘Reaching One Thousand’ was joint winner of the 2008 Calibre Prize.
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From reader reviews:

David Browning:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-
book. The book Reaching One Thousand: A Story of Love, Motherhood and Autism it is very good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Jack Williams:

Why? Because this Reaching One Thousand: A Story of Love, Motherhood and Autism is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

Jesse Mansell:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Reaching One Thousand: A Story of Love, Motherhood and
Autism, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

James Hanson:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's internal or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Reaching One Thousand: A Story of Love, Motherhood and
Autism can make you feel more interested to read.
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