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An entertaining and informative book about the fashion and fads of language

Today's 18-year-olds may not know who Mrs. Robinson is, where the term "stuck in a groove" comes
from, why 1984 was a year unlike any other, how big a bread box is, how to get to Peyton Place, or
what the term Watergate refers to. I Love It When You Talk Retro discusses these verbal fossils that
remain embedded in our national conversation long after the topic they refer to has galloped off into
the sunset. That could be a person (Mrs. Robinson), product (Edsel), past bestseller (Catch-22), radio
or TV show (Gangbusters), comic strip (Alphonse and Gaston), or advertisement (Where's the beef?)
long forgotten. Such retroterms are words or phrases in current use whose origins lie in our past.
Ralph Keyes takes us on an illuminating and engaging tour through the phenomenon that is
Retrotalk—a journey, oftentimes along the timelines of American history and the faultlines of culture,
that will add to the word-lover's store of trivia and obscure references.

"The phrase "drinking the Kool-Aid" is a mystery to young people today, as is "45rpm." Even older folks
don't know the origins of "raked over the coals" and "cut to the chase." Keyes (The Quote Verifier) uses his
skill as a sleuth of sources to track what he calls "retrotalk": "a slippery slope of puzzling allusions to past
phenomena." He surveys the origins of "verbal fossils" from commercials (Kodak moment), jurisprudence
(Twinkie defense), movies (pod people), cartoons (Caspar Milquetoast) and literature (brave new world).
Some pop permutations percolated over decades: Radio's Take It or Leave It spawned a catch phrase so
popular the program was retitled The $64 Question and later returned as TV's The $64,000 Question. Keyes's
own book Is There Life After High School? became both a Broadway musical and a catch phrase. Some
entries are self-evident or have speculative origins, but Keyes's nonacademic style and probing research
make this both an entertaining read and a valuable reference work." --Publishers Weekly
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Nance:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title I Love It When
You Talk Retro: Hoochie Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a Dime, and the Forgotten Origins of American
Speech suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book
untitled I Love It When You Talk Retro: Hoochie Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a Dime, and the
Forgotten Origins of American Speechis a single of several books this everyone read now. That book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you
ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Brandon Phelan:

The reason? Because this I Love It When You Talk Retro: Hoochie Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a
Dime, and the Forgotten Origins of American Speech is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier
to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Willie Quinones:

I Love It When You Talk Retro: Hoochie Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a Dime, and the Forgotten
Origins of American Speech can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing I Love It When You Talk Retro: Hoochie
Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a Dime, and the Forgotten Origins of American Speech but doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can
be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Etsuko Siler:

The book untitled I Love It When You Talk Retro: Hoochie Coochie, Double Whammy, Drop a Dime, and
the Forgotten Origins of American Speech contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry,



you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new time
of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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