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Construction behaviour occurs across the entire spectrum of the animal kingdom and affects the survival of
both builders and other organisms associated with them. "Animal Architecture" provides a comprehensive
overview of the biology of animal building. The book recognizes three broad categories of built structure -
homes, traps, and courtship displays. Even though some of these structures are complex and very large, the
behaviour required to build them is generally simple and the anatomy for building unspecialized.
Standardization of building materials helps to keep building repertoires simple, while self-organizing effects
help create complexity. Some builders exhibit learning and cognitive skills, and include some toolmaking
species. In a case-study approach to function, insects demonstrate how homes can remain operational while
they grow, spiderwebs illustrate mechanical design, and the displays of bowerbirds raise the possibility of
persuasion through design rather than just decoration. Studies of the costs to insect and bird home-builders,
and to arthropod web-builders provide evidence of optimal designs and of trade-offs with other life history
traits.
As ecosystem engineers, the influence of builders is extensive and their effect is generally to enhance
biodiversity through niche construction. Animal builders can therefore represent model species for the study
of the emerging subject of environmental inheritance. Evidence that building has facilitated social evolution
is mixed. However building, and in particular building with silk, has been demonstrated to have important
evolutionary consequences. This book is intended for students and researchers in comparative animal
biology, but will also be of relevance and use to the increasing numbers of architects and civil engineers
interested in developing ideas from the animal kingdom.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Animal Architecture
(Oxford Animal Biology Series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have different opinion?

Gertrude Barrett:

The guide with title Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series) posesses a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Amber Payne:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal
Biology Series) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Matthew Hood:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series) can make you feel more interested to
read.
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