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What did it mean to be a scientist before the profession itself existed? Jan Golinski finds an answer in the
remarkable career of Humphry Davy, the foremost chemist of his day and one of the most distinguished
British men of science of the nineteenth century. Originally a country boy from a modest background, Davy
was propelled by his scientific accomplishments to a knighthood and the presidency of the Royal Society. An
enigmatic figure to his contemporaries, Davy has continued to elude the efforts of biographers to classify
him: poet, friend to Coleridge and Wordsworth, author of travel narratives and a book on fishing, chemist
and inventor of the miners’ safety lamp. What are we to make of such a man?
           
In The Experimental Self, Golinski argues that Davy’s life is best understood as a prolonged process of self-
experimentation. He follows Davy from his youthful enthusiasm for physiological experiment through his
self-fashioning as a man of science in a period when the path to a scientific career was not as well-trodden as
it is today. What emerges is a portrait of Davy as a creative fashioner of his own identity through a lifelong
series of experiments in selfhood.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Pyles:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of
Science (Synthesis).

Henry Perry:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Experimental Self:
Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) book because book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Frances Coffey:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of
a Man of Science (Synthesis) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jackie Armstrong:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Experimental Self:
Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) which is finding the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's see.
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