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With research sourced by the world's greatest libraries, Robbins has compiled a rational, balanced history of
300 years of horror concentrated primarily in Western Europe. Spanning from the 15th century through the
18th century, the witch-hunt frenzy marks a period of suppressed rational thought; never before have so
many been so wrong. To better understand this phenomenon, Robbins examines how the meaning of "witch"
has evolved and exposes the true nature of witchcraft—a topic widely discussed in popular culture, though
remarkably misunderstood.

First published in 1959, Robbins' encyclopedia remains the most authoritative and comprehensive body of
information about witchcraft and demonology ever compiled in a single volume. Lavishly acclaimed in
academic and popular reviews, this full-scale compendium of fact, history, and legend covers about every
phase of this fascinating subject from its origins in the medieval times to its last eruptions in the 18th
century. Accompanying the text are 250 illustrations from rare books, contemporary prints, and old
manuscripts, many of which have been published here for the first time.

Rossell Hope Robbins (1912-1990), an acknowledged authority on witchcraft, was one of the half-dozen
Americans ever elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He authored over a dozen books and
nearly 200 articles, including the definitive introduction to the catalogue of the Witchcraft Collection at
Cornell University Library in 1979. He was a Commonwealth Fellow, Canada Council Professor, and he
received grants from the Modern Language Association of America and from the American Council of
Learned Societies. He also served as Chairman of the Middle English Division of the MLA, President of the
Medieval Club of New York, research associate at Harvard and Columbia Universities. Robbins has lectured
extensively on medieval topics and witchcraft at universities throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Cochran:

This The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This specific The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology without we understand teach the
one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The
Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Erica Logan:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what one you should start with. This The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Arthur McLaurin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Encyclopedia
Of Witchcraft & Demonology that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft
& Demonology become your personal starter.

Amy Lewis:

You can obtain this The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways



for you.
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