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In October 1962, the fate of the world hung on the American response to the discovery of Soviet nuclear
missile sites in Cuba. That response was informed by hours of discussions between John F. Kennedy and his
top advisers. What those advisers did not know was that President Kennedy was secretly taping their talks,
providing future scholars with a rare inside look at high-level political deliberation in a moment of crisis.
Talk at the Brink is the first book to examine these historic audio recordings from a sociological perspective.
It reveals how conversational practices and dynamics shaped Kennedy's perception of the options available
to him, thereby influencing his decisions and ultimately the outcome of the crisis.

David Gibson looks not just at the positions taken by Kennedy and his advisers but how those positions were
articulated, challenged, revised, and sometimes ignored. He argues that Kennedy's decisions arose from the
intersection of distant events unfolding in Cuba, Moscow, and the high seas with the immediate
conversational minutia of turn-taking, storytelling, argument, and justification. In particular, Gibson shows
how Kennedy's group told and retold particular stories again and again, sometimes settling upon a course of
action only after the most frightening consequences were omitted or actively suppressed.

Talk at the Brink presents an image of Kennedy's response to the Cuban missile crisis that is sharply at odds
with previous scholarship, and has important implications for our understanding of decision making,
deliberation, social interaction, and historical contingency.
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From reader reviews:

David Robinson:

Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis however doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Jamie Sparks:

The book untitled Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis contain a lot
of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Fred Miller:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
One of the books in the top list in your reading list is Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the
Cuban Missile Crisis. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Anthony Koch:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis we can take
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Talk at
the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis. You can more attractive than now.
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