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In this ethnography of Catholic religious practice in Fresno, California, David P. Sandell unveils ritualized
storytelling that Mexican and Mexican American people of faith use to cope with racism and poverty
associated with colonial, capitalist, and modern social conditions. Based on in-depth interviews and
extensive field research conducted in 2000 and 2001, Sandell's work shows how people use story and
religious ritual (including the Matachines dance, the Mass, the rosary, pilgrimage, and processions) to create
a space in their lives free from oppression. These people give meaning to the expression "open your heart,"
the book argues, through ritual and stories, enabling them to engage the mind and body in a movement
toward, as one participant said, "the sacred center" of their lives. Sandell argues that the storytelling
represents a tradition of poetics that provides an alternative, emancipatory epistemology. Américo Paredes,
for example, defined this tradition in his scholarship of border balladry. According to Paredes, storytelling
with ritual elements raises a feature of performance characterized as a convivial disposition and shared sense
of identity among people who call themselves Mexican not for national identification but for a cultural one,
understood as "Greater Mexico." Sandell contributes to this tradition and achieves an understanding of
Greater Mexico characterized by people whose stories and rituals help them find common ground, unity, and
wholeness through an open heart.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lantz:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Open Your Heart: Religion and Cultural
Poetics of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives). All type of book would you see on many options. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Michele Reynolds:

This book untitled Open Your Heart: Religion and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives)
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication
from your list.

Rosemary Till:

Often the book Open Your Heart: Religion and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Open Your
Heart: Religion and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives) is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Tyler Emery:

The publication untitled Open Your Heart: Religion and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico (Latino
Perspectives) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Open Your Heart:
Religion and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.
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