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The remarkable story of how an artist and a scientist in seventeenth-century Holland transformed the way we
see the world.

On a summer day in 1674, in the small Dutch city of Delft, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek—a cloth salesman,
local bureaucrat, and self-taught natural philosopher—gazed through a tiny lens set into a brass holder and
discovered a never-before imagined world of microscopic life. At the same time, in a nearby attic, the painter
Johannes Vermeer was using another optical device, a camera obscura, to experiment with light and create
the most luminous pictures ever beheld.

“See for yourself!” was the clarion call of the 1600s. Scientists peered at nature through microscopes and
telescopes, making the discoveries in astronomy, physics, chemistry, and anatomy that ignited the Scientific
Revolution. Artists investigated nature with lenses, mirrors, and camera obscuras, creating extraordinarily
detailed paintings of flowers and insects, and scenes filled with realistic effects of light, shadow, and color.
By extending the reach of sight the new optical instruments prompted the realization that there is more than
meets the eye. But they also raised questions about how we see and what it means to see. In answering these
questions, scientists and artists in Delft changed how we perceive the world.

In Eye of the Beholder, Laura J. Snyder transports us to the streets, inns, and guildhalls of seventeenth-
century Holland, where artists and scientists gathered, and to their studios and laboratories, where they
mixed paints and prepared canvases, ground and polished lenses, examined and dissected insects and other
animals, and invented the modern notion of seeing. With charm and narrative flair Snyder brings Vermeer
and Van Leeuwenhoek—and the men and women around them—vividly to life. The story of these two
geniuses and the transformation they engendered shows us why we see the world—and our place within
it—as we do today.

Eye of the Beholder was named "A Best Art Book of the Year" by Christie's and "A Best Read of the Year"
by New Scientist in 2015. 
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From reader reviews:

Tiara Arnold:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and
the Reinvention of Seeing.

Mamie Bostic:

Here thing why that Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention
of Seeing are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Eye of the Beholder:
Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Eye of the
Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing in e-book
can be your alternative.

Audrey Mack:

This book untitled Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention
of Seeing to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can
order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from
your list.

Robin Bone:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,



there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Eye of the
Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing.
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