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This book is a selective and fascinating history of scientific speculation about intelligent extraterrestrial life.
From Plutarch to Stephen Hawking, some of the most prominent western scientists have had quite detailed
perceptions and misperceptions about alien civilizations: Johannes Kepler, fresh from transforming
astronomy with his work on the shape of planetary orbits, was quite sure alien engineers on the moon were
excavating circular pits to provide shelter; Christiaan Huygens, the most prominent physical scientist
between Galileo and Newton, dismissed Keplers speculations, but used the laws of probability to prove that
planetarians on other worlds are much like humans, and had developed a sense of the visual arts; Carl Sagan
sees clearly that Huygens is a biological chauvinist, but doesnt see as clearly that he, Sagan, may be a
cultural/technological chauvinist when he assumes aliens have highly developed technology like ours, but
better. Basalla traces the influence of one speculation on the next, showing an unbroken but twisting chain of
ideas passed from one scientist to the next, and from science to popular culture. He even traces the influence
of popular culture on science--Sagan always admitted how much E. R. Burroughs Martian novels influenced
his speculations about Mars. Throughout, Basalla weaves his theme that scientific belief in and search for
extraterrestrial civilizations is a complex impulse, part secularized-religious, and part anthropomorphic. He
questions the common modern scientific reasoning that life converges on intelligence, and intelligence
converges on one science valid everywhere. He ends the book by agreeing with Stephen Hawking (usually a
safe bet) that intelligence is overrated for survival in the universe, and that we are most likely alone.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you should have this Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent
Extraterrestrials.

David Boggs:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent
Extraterrestrials will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Jennifer Garrison:

Typically the book Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials will bring
someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Civilized Life in the Universe:
Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Julie Gooch:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on
Intelligent Extraterrestrials can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Civilized
Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials.
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