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Blessed Events explores how women who give birth at home use religion to make sense of their birthsand in
turn draw on their birthing experiences to bring meaning to their lives and families. Pamela Klassen
introduces a surprisingly diverse group of women, in their own words, while also setting their birth stories
within wider social, political, and economic contexts. In doing so, she emerges with a study that disrupts
conventional views of both childbirth and religion by blurring assumed divisions between conservative and
feminist women and by taking childbirth seriously as areligious act.

Most American women who have a choice give birth in a hospital and request pain medication. Y et enough
women choose and advocate unmedicated home birth--and do so for carefully articulated reasons, social
resistance among them--to constitute a movement. Klassen investigates why women whose religious
affiliations range from Old Order Amish to Reform Judaism to goddess-centered spirituality defy majority
opinion, the medical establishment, and sometimes the law to have their babies at home. In considering their
interpretations--including their critiques of the dominant medical model of childbirth and their views on
labor pain--she examines the kinds of agency afforded to or denied women as they derive religious meanings
from childbirth. Throughout, she identifies tensions and affinities between feminist and traditionalist
appraisals of the symbolic meaning of birth and the power of women.

What does home birth--a woman-centered movement working to return birth to women's control--mean in
practice for women's gender and religious identities? s this supreme valuing of procreation and motherhood
constraining, or does it open up new realms of cultural and social power for women? By asking these
guestions while remaining cognizant of religion's significance, Blessed Events challenges both feminist and
traditionalist accounts of childbearing while broadening our understanding of how religionis "lived" in
contemporary America.
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From reader reviews:
Woodrow Harker:

This book untitled Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studiesin Cultural
Sociology) to be one of several books this best seller in thisyear, here is because when you read this
publication you can get alot of benefit uponit. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or
you can order it viaonline. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis no reason for your requirements to
past this e-book from your list.

Trey Olivas.

The guide untitled Blessed Events. Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studies in Cultural
Sociology) isthe book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of study when write the book, and so the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Blessed
Events. Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Glenna M onaghan:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read will be Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studiesin Cultural
Sociology).

Evelyn Wiley:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in
America. (Princeton Studiesin Cultural Sociology) can give you alot of close friends because by you taking
alook at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? L et me have Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studiesin Cultural
Sociology).
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