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A scathing critique of the legal status of women and their property rights in nineteenth-century America,
Rebecca Harding Davis’s 1878 novel A Law Unto Herself chronicles the experiences of Jane Swendon, a
seemingly naïve and conventional nineteenth-century protagonist struggling to care for her elderly father
with limited financial resources. In order to continue care, Jane seeks to secure her rightful inheritance
despite the efforts of her cousin and later her husband, a greedy man who has tricked her father into securing
her hand in marriage.

 

Appealing to middle-class literary tastes of the age, A Law Unto Herself elucidated for a broad general
audience the need for legal reforms regarding divorce, mental illness, inheritance, and reforms to the Married
Women’s Property Laws. Through three fascinating female characters, the novel also invites readers to
consider evolving gender roles during a time of cultural change.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Barone:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book A Law Unto Herself (Legacies of
Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) has been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve A Law Unto Herself
(Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) is not only giving you more new information
but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with the book A Law Unto Herself (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century
American Women Writers). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

James Ritchey:

This book untitled A Law Unto Herself (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide
from your list.

Scott Reisinger:

The book A Law Unto Herself (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) will bring one to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book A Law Unto Herself
(Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Mary Adams:

A Law Unto Herself (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing A Law Unto Herself (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) nevertheless
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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