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Isle Royale is a sliver of land in the rugged northern reaches of Lake Superior. Now a national park
renowned for its isolation and untamed natural beauty, Isle Royale was home to a vibrant fishing community
from its settlement during the 1880s by Norwegian and Swedish immigrants until the collapse of Lake
Superior commercial fishing in the 1950s. Full of historical photographs and diagrams of now derelict
watercraft, A Good Boat Speaks for Itself tells the story of this unique community through its wooden boats
and the stories of those who built and used them.

Timothy Cochrane and Hawk Tolson interviewed dozens of men and women who fished the lake and built
the boats that made this life possible. Through these accounts they trace the evolution of this maritime
community through the various boat designs used over the years on Isle Royale. From the original Mackinaw
sailboats to the gas boats and herring skiffs developed specifically for the harsh conditions of Lake Superior,
these wooden boats incorporated Old World traditions of handicraft and pioneering New World
technologies. They were an extension of the fishermen who relied on them, helping them to navigate miles
out on the open lake in both "dirty weather" and on bright clear days, and were part of a family tradition in
which for generations fathers taught sons how to fish, what to look for in a boat, and how to eke out a living
from the "Big Lake."

A Good Boat Speaks for Itself is an absorbing chronicle of fishing families who adapted to the rigors of Lake
Superior and a valuable historical resource for anyone with an interest in wooden boats.

Timothy Cochrane is superintendent of Grand Portage National Monument on the border of Minnesota and
Ontario. He has worked as a folklorist, oral historian, and ranger at Isle Royale. Hawk Tolson has been a
freelance archaeologist since 1985, and has participated in projects across the Great Lakes, Southwest, Gulf
Coast, and Caribbean. He serves on the board of directors for the Center for Maritime and Underwater
Resource Management.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Mullins:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this A Good Boat Speaks for
Itself: Isle Royale Fishermen and Their Boats book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Raymond Bailey:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of
them is this A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle Royale Fishermen and Their Boats.

Sandra Lester:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
simply read you can spent all day long to reading a book. The book A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle
Royale Fishermen and Their Boats it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Doris Snell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle
Royale Fishermen and Their Boats or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for



teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle Royale Fishermen and
Their Boats to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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