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By the end of the nineteenth century, Victorians were seeking rational explanations for the world in which
they lived. The radical ideas of Charles Darwin had shaken traditional religious beliefs. Sigmund Freud was
developing his innovative models of the conscious and unconscious mind. And anthropologist James George
Frazer was subjecting magic, myth, and ritual to systematic inquiry. Why, then, in this quintessentially
modern moment, did late-Victorian and Edwardian men and women become absorbed by metaphysical
quests, heterodox spiritual encounters, and occult experimentation?

In answering this question for the first time, The Place of Enchantment breaks new ground in its
consideration of the role of occultism in British culture prior to World War I. Rescuing occultism from its
status as an "irrational indulgence" and situating it at the center of British intellectual life, Owen argues that
an involvement with the occult was a leitmotif of the intellectual avant-garde. Carefully placing a serious
engagement with esotericism squarely alongside revolutionary understandings of rationality and
consciousness, Owen demonstrates how a newly psychologized magic operated in conjunction with the
developing patterns of modern life. She details such fascinating examples of occult practice as the sex magic
of Aleister Crowley, the pharmacological experimentation of W. B. Yeats, and complex forms of astral
clairvoyance as taught in secret and hierarchical magical societies like the Hermetic Order of the Golden
Dawn.

Through a remarkable blend of theoretical discussion and intellectual history, Owen has produced a work
that moves far beyond a consideration of occultists and their world. Bearing directly on our understanding of
modernity, her conclusions will force us to rethink the place of the irrational in modern culture.

“An intelligent, well-argued and richly detailed work of cultural history that offers a substantial contribution
to our understanding of Britain.”—Nick Freeman, Washington Times
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Dietz:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Place of Enchantment: British Occultism
and the Culture of the Modern is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kimberly Hopkins:

This The Place of Enchantment: British Occultism and the Culture of the Modern usually are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Place of Enchantment: British
Occultism and the Culture of the Modern can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that maybe
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Place of Enchantment: British
Occultism and the Culture of the Modern forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Vincent Johnson:

The publication untitled The Place of Enchantment: British Occultism and the Culture of the Modern is the
e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Place of Enchantment: British Occultism
and the Culture of the Modern from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Arthur Fabry:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Place of Enchantment: British Occultism and the
Culture of the Modern why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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