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Wilson Greatbatch, an electrical engineer in Buffalo, NY, had a brilliant idea and the technical know-how to
turn hisideainto a practical device, for which millions of people today are grateful. Thisisthe story of the
first pacemaker by the man who invented it.

Intrigued by electronics from the time he was a boy, Greatbatch earned a degree in electrical engineering
from Cornell University. It was during histime at Cornell that he first became interested in the medical
applications of electronic devices. He learned about the problem of heart blocking at Cornell and knew it was
fixable in principle, but at the time the vacuum-tube technology was impractical for medical use.

By the 1950s he was teaching at the University of Buffalo School of Electrical Engineering and the first
silicon transistors had just been invented. While using one of the new $90 transistors on another project
Greatbatch discovered by accident, as he describesiit, the proper design for a blocking oscillator that he
immediately knew would work as a pacemaker. He soon interested Dr. William Chardack, chief of surgery at
the Veteran's Administration Hospital in Buffalo, in the project, and by 1958 they were conducting animal
experiments.

Greatbatch quit hisjob and for the next two years devoted full-time in his wood-heated barn workshop to
building one pacemaker after another. During this time he built fifty pacemakers, forty of which went into
animal experiments. By 1960 he and a team of surgeons and engineers had gained enough knowledge from
the trial and error of the animal experiments to feel ready to begin implanting the remaining ten devicesin
people. Thefirst trials went well and Greatbatch's device extended the lives of many of these serioudly ill
patients by decades. What followed were years of hard work refining the battery and electrode technol ogy,
marketing the pacemaker to an initially skeptical medical community, and keeping the company that
manufactured the device profitable.

Reminiscent of Edison's many dogged attempts to find the right solution in pursuit of an ingeniousidea, The

Making of the Pacemaker is a human-interest story at its best and also an important firsthand account for the
medical archives of an invention that today saves millions of lives.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Hanna:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Making of the
Pacemaker: Celebrating a Lifesaving Invention? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

William Powell:

This The Making of the Pacemaker: Celebrating a Lifesaving Invention tend to be reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Making of the Pacemaker: Celebrating a
Lifesaving Invention can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
types. Beside that this The Making of the Pacemaker: Celebrating a Lifesaving Invention giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day task. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Allison Morales:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this The Making of the Pacemaker: Celebrating a Lifesaving Invention.

William Sam:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled The Making of the Pacemaker: Celebrating a
Lifesaving Invention can be very good book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.
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