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This is a book about the defining assumptions and assumed definition of the welfare state. It is a work that
pulls apart social categories like "disability" or "need" and shows how they function politically and where
they come from historically.

For many years, the welfare state was expanding. In those times, advocates for many new groups of people
were able to win through the political process the extension of benefits to their constituents. Definitions of
need, worth, and eligibility were changed so that more people became "entitled" to payments. The opposite
trend is in effect now. Most advanced industrial states have experienced some form of fiscal crisis, and their
governments are taking a hard look at how they define who is eligible for support.

One major category is disability. But who is "disabled," and who decides that? Though doctors certify
disability for the state, Stone argues that "the concept of disability is fundamentally the result of political
conflict about distributive criteria and the appropriate recipients of social aid."

The concept also has a social history and a social context today. Despite the very real stigma of the world
"disabled" in other settings, being "disabled" for welfare purposes means being morally worthy. Like the
"deserving poor" of English Poor Law, the "disabled" would work if they could. Isn't disability something
that can be measured scientifically and apolitically determined? That argument breaks down in the face of a
simple example: blindness. Many blind people can work, yet because of the obviousness of the condition and
sympathy it arouses, the "blind" have always been considered eligible for benefits without question.

The concern with "welfare cheats" is not a new one. The author reaches back several centuries to trace the
fascinating history of this and other aspects of welfare policy in Germany, England, and the United States.
What she finds are elaborate tests to weed out fraudulent applicants (beggars with faked afflictions) and
changing criteria to distinguish the able from the "disabled."
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From reader reviews:

Sally Norman:

The book The disabled state (Health, society, and policy) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The disabled state (Health,
society, and policy) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up
and read a reserve The disabled state (Health, society, and policy). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Jillian Diaz:

The book The disabled state (Health, society, and policy) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The disabled state (Health, society, and
policy)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The disabled state
(Health, society, and policy) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Collier:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
One of the books in the top record in your reading list is The disabled state (Health, society, and policy). This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Kenneth Lambert:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The disabled state (Health, society, and policy) can make you sense more
interested to read.
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