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“They kept it up to the very end. Only the engulfing ocean had power to drown them into silence. The band
was playing ‘Nearer, My God, to Thee.’ I could hear it distinctly. The end was very close.” —CHARLOTTE
COLLYER, TITANIC SURVIVOR

The movies, the documentaries, the museum exhibits. They often tell the same story about the “unsinkable”
Titanic, her wealthy passengers, the families torn apart, and the unthinkable end. But never before has “that
glorious band”—the group of eight musicians who played on as the Titanic slipped deeper and deeper into
the Atlantic Ocean—been explored in such depth. Steve Turner’s extensive research reveals a fascinating
story including dishonest agents, a clairvoyant, social climbers, and a fraudulent violin maker. Read what
brought the band members together and how their music served as the haunting soundtrack for one of
modern history’s most tragic maritime disasters.

BOOK REVIEWS

 The Band that Played On by Steve Turner is, surprisingly, the first book since the great ship went down to
examine the lives of the eight musicians who were employed by the Titanic. What these men did?standing
calmly on deck playing throughout the disaster?achieved global recognition. But their individual stories,
until now, have been largely unknown. What Turner has uncovered is a narrow but unique slice of
history?one more chapter of compelling Titanic lore.

Turner, a music journalist, pursued living relatives of the band members and squeezed all that he could out of
“inherited photographs, documents, and anecdotes” enabling him to sketch brief but poignant portraits of
eight young (or at least youngish) men, all born in an optimistic era and all members of the rising middle
class. To their parents, their girlfriends, and surely to themselves as well, the future must have seemed bright
right up until the early morning hours of April 15, 1912…

There is much that we do not know about the final hours of these men. Why did they make the decision to
play on the deck that night? What was in their hearts and minds? …

Even the Titanic survivors who witnessed their final performance quibbled over some details. Did the band
march or did they kneel? Was their last number “Autumn” or was it “Nearer, My God, to Thee”? Did they
stop playing during the final moments and pack their instruments away or were they still playing as the ship
went down? All agreed, however, that all eight band members behaved with remarkable calm and courage.
Within hours of the ship’s sinking, their story was circulating and they had already become heroes…

For Turner, however, the undisputed hero of the book is Wallace Hartley, a fine musician with religious
conviction and a powerful sense of duty who seems most likely to have been the force behind those final
hours of heroism. In the last pages of the book, Turner reveals a surprising Hartley discovery?a turn of
events which makes a fine ending for his worthy book, even as it leaves us hopeful that the Titanic may yet
have a few mysteries she is willing to give up.
—Marjorie Kehe, Book Editor, Christian Science Monitor



This detailed and sympathetic portrait of the bandsmen will be appreciated by Titanic enthusiasts and casual
readers alike. Steve Turner's new book admirably fills a gap in Titanic literature. There are few good books
on the subject of Titanic and, until now, none on the band itself. Steve's impressive depth of research has
allowed him to vividly flesh out the stories of each of the band members and he has set these narratives in a
fascinating social, political, cultural and religious context. I only wish Steve's book had been around when I
was researching Wallace Hartley for my role in James Cameron's movie!
—Jonathan Evans-Jones, who played band leader Wallace Hartley in the film Titanic.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Lee:

The book The Band that Played On: The Extraordinary Story of the 8 Musicians Who Went Down with the
Titanic can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the good thing like a book The Band that Played On: The Extraordinary Story of the
8 Musicians Who Went Down with the Titanic? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The Band that Played On: The Extraordinary Story of the 8 Musicians Who Went Down with
the Titanic has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look
the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Benjamin Martinez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Band that
Played On: The Extraordinary Story of the 8 Musicians Who Went Down with the Titanic suitable to you?
The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Band that Played On: The
Extraordinary Story of the 8 Musicians Who Went Down with the Titanicis the main one of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Edda Allen:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of
them is this The Band that Played On: The Extraordinary Story of the 8 Musicians Who Went Down with the
Titanic.

Darren Perez:

Beside this specific The Band that Played On: The Extraordinary Story of the 8 Musicians Who Went Down
with the Titanic in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel



like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Band that Played On: The
Extraordinary Story of the 8 Musicians Who Went Down with the Titanic because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition
to read it from currently!
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