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Last Landscapes is an exploration of the cult and celebration of death, loss and memory. It traces the history
and design of burial places throughout Europe and the USA, ranging from the picturesque tradition of the
village churchyard to tightly packed 'cities of the dead', such as the Jewish Cemetery in Prague and Père
Lachaise in Paris. Other landscapes that feature in this book include the war cemeteries of northern France,
Viking burial islands in central Sweden, Etruscan tombs and early Christian catacombs in Italy, the 17th-
century Portuguese–Jewish cemetery 'Beth Haim' at Ouderkerk in the Netherlands, Forest Lawns in
California, Derek Jarman’s garden in Kent and the Stockholm Woodland Cemetery.

It is a fact that architecture 'began with the tomb', yet, as Ken Worpole shows us in Last Landscapes, many
historic cemeteries have been demolished or abandoned in recent times (notably the case with Jewish
cemeteries in Eastern Europe), and there has been an increasing loss of inscription and memorialization in
the modern urban cemetery. Too often cemeteries today are both poorly designed and physically and
culturally marginalized. Worse, cremation denies a full architectural response to the mystery and solemnity
of death.

The author explores how modes of disposal – burial, cremation, inhumation in mausoleums and wall tombs –
vary across Europe and North America, according to religious and other cultural influences. And Last
Landscapes raises profound questions as to how, in an age of mass cremation, architects and landscape
designers might create meaningful structures and settings in the absence of a body, since for most of history
the human body itself has provided the fundamental structural scale. This evocative book also contemplates
other forms of memorialization within modern societies, from sculptures to parks, most notably the
extraordinary Duisberg Park, set in a former giant steelworks in Germany’s Ruhr Valley.
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From reader reviews:

Noemi Burns:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Last Landscapes: The Architecture of the Cemetery
in the West will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Carman Robertson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Last Landscapes: The Architecture of
the Cemetery in the West. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Connie Medina:

This Last Landscapes: The Architecture of the Cemetery in the West is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Last Landscapes: The Architecture of the Cemetery in the West in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny
right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt that?

Sallie Farris:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Last Landscapes: The Architecture
of the Cemetery in the West can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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