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A sparkling, witty and compelling novel based on the tragic rise and fall of the beautiful seventeenth century
swordswoman and opera singer, Julie d'Aubigny (also known as La Maupin), a woman whose story is too
remarkable to be true - and yet it is.

Versailles, 1686: Julie d'Aubigny, a striking young girl taught to fence and fight in the court of the Sun King,
is taken as mistress by the King's Master of Horse. tempestuous, swashbuckling and volatile, within two
years she has run away with her fencing master, fallen in love with a nun and is hiding from the authorities,
sentenced to be burnt at the stake. Within another year, she has become a beloved star at the famed Paris
Opera. Her lovers include some of Europe's most powerful men and France's most beautiful women. Yet
Julie is destined to die alone in a convent at the age of 33. Based on an extraordinary true story, this is an
original, dazzling and witty novel - a compelling portrait of an unforgettable woman.

'I thought the book was utterly fascinating, dazzlingly original and inventive, and written
with such wit and flair. the character of Julie is drawn so poignantly - what a woman!' Kate
Forsyth

'An engaging and skilfully told tale of a singular character' Sydney Morning Herald

'The divine creature who plummets 'from the painted clouds' to center stage in Kelly Gardiner's gender-
bending picaresque Goddess, is based on an actual historical character, Julie d'Aubigny. Scenes sparkle with
period details and sensory impressions: all spectacle and shimmer, all gesture and pose, Baroque mask and
mirror and role-play. Gardiner does this very well. And her goddess fascinates.' New York Times Book
Review

'This is a wonderful story, made all the more gripping for being founded on truth. Gardiner
undertakes to bring this ambiguous and outrageous woman back to life ... she succeeds
with flair ... I wholeheartedly recommend this book as the most exquisitely-rendered
historical novel I have read in years.' Historical Novel Society review
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Goddess to read.

Alfred Hoover:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Goddess your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The
Goddess giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for
your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Holly Hughes:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Goddess will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Rebecca Goza:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Goddess. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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