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In a little more than a decade, economist Michael A. Lebowitz has written several major works about the
transition from socialism to capitalism: Beyond Capital(winner of the Deutscher Prize), Build It Now, The
Socialist Alternative, and The Contradictions of “Real Socialism.” Here, he develops and deepens the
analysis contained in those pathbreaking works by tracing major issues in socialist thought from the
nineteenth century through the twenty-first.

Lebowitz explores the obvious but almost universally ignored fact that as human beings work together to
produce society’s goods and services, we also “produce” something else: namely, ourselves. Human beings
are shaped by circumstances, and any vision of socialism that ignores this fact is bound to fail, or, at best,
reproduce the alienation of labor that is endemic to capitalism. But how can people transform their
circumstances in a way that allows them to re-organize production and, at the same time, fulfill their human
potential? Lebowitz sets out to answer this question first by examining Marx’s Critique of the Gotha
Programme, and from there investigates the experiences of the Soviet Union and more recent efforts to build
socialism in Venezuela. He argues that socialism in the twenty-first century must be animated by a central
vision, in three parts: social ownership of the means of production, social production organized by workers,
and the satisfaction of communal needs and communal purposes. These essays repay careful reading and
reflection, and prove Lebowitz to be one of the foremost Marxist thinkers of this era.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Santiago:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Socialist Imperative: From
Gotha to Now. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Eleanor Walker:

The reserve untitled The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now is the reserve that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Elaine Davenport:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Socialist Imperative: From
Gotha to Now which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Donna Valdez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to
Now has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading this.
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