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This book offers a fresh perspective on North American history, and the key role played by Halifax and
Victoria in ensuring that Canada emerged as an independent country in the 20th century.

Brian Elson focuses on the significance of the bases for the all-powerful British navy at Halifax and Victoria
through the 19th century and the First World War. As he explains, Halifax gave the Royal Navy the land
base they needed to project British power along the whole east Atlantic coast of North America. Victoria’s
Esquimault did the same thing for the Pacific coast.

During the 1800s the United States grew dramatically, adding huge swaths of lands west, south and north
that had belonged to France, Spain, Mexico, and Russia – while pushing aside native peoples. More than
once the American government came into conflict with Britain over British territory in North America. There
were threats of war and annexation, and American popular support for absorbing Canada was strong.

In this book Bryan Elson shows how the British presence in Halifax, and later in Victoria, stood in the way
of US designs on Canada. American leaders knew that the British Navy, with its bases on both coasts, had
the power to cut them off from the rest of the world with a naval blockade. The American threat to Canada
was effectively countered by the British presence in these two cities.

The two bastions played their most important role in the early years of the First World War. As Bryan Elson
explains, in 1914 the United States stood aside while the British Empire, including Canada, took on
Germany. In this situation, the British navy – including the Canadian navy’s first east coast warship –
mounted a show of force by stopping all incoming and outgoing traffic from the port of New York. This
lasted until the US finally opted into the war, on the side of Britain, in 1917.

Meanwhile, on the west coast the Equimault naval base was buttressed by the extraordinary action of the
B.C. provincial government – which at the start of the war bought two new submarines from a shipyard in
Seattle for the fledgling Canadian navy.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Swisher:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the
Royal Navy 1749-1918 as the daily resource information.

Kimberly Pratt:

This book untitled Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Julio Keith:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy
1749-1918 can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Homer Gardner:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 when
you essential it?
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