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How is it that cultures come into existence at all? How do cultures develop particular customs and
characteristics rather than others? How do cultures persist and change over time? Most previous attempts to
address these questions have been descriptive and historical. The purpose of this book is to provide answers
that are explanatory, predictive, and relevant to the emergence and continuing evolution of cultures past,
present, and future. Most other investigations into "cultural psychology" have focused on the impact that
culture has on the psychology of the individual. The focus of this book is the reverse.

The authors show how questions about the origins and evolution of culture can be fruitfully answered
through rigorous and creative examination of fundamental characteristics of human cognition, motivation,
and social interaction. They review recent theory and research that, in many different ways, points to the
influence of basic psychological processes on the collective structures that define cultures. These processes
operate in all sorts of different populations, ranging from very small interacting groups to grand-scale masses
of people occupying the same demographic or geographic category. The cultural effects--often unintended--
of individuals' thoughts and actions are demonstrated in a wide variety of customs, ritualized practices, and
shared mythologies: for example, religious beliefs, moral standards, rules for the allocation of resources,
norms for the acceptable expression of aggression, gender stereotypes, and scientific values.

The Psychological Foundations of Culture reveals that the consequences of psychological processes resonate
well beyond the disciplinary constraints of psychology. By taking a psychological approach to questions
usually addressed by anthropologists, sociologists, and other social scientists, it suggests that psychological
research into the foundations of culture is a useful--perhaps even necessary--complement to other forms of
inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Bassett:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Psychological Foundations of
Culture. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Beth Call:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for us. The book The Psychological Foundations of Culture seemed to be making you
to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages
for you. The reserve The Psychological Foundations of Culture is not only giving you more new information
but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship together with the book The Psychological Foundations of Culture. You never sense
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Teresa Hanson:

This The Psychological Foundations of Culture are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The reason why of this The Psychological Foundations of Culture can be among the great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Psychological Foundations of
Culture forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Mary Bradford:

The book untitled The Psychological Foundations of Culture contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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