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An engrossing and revolutionary biography of Isabella of Castile, the controversial Queen of Spain
who sponsored Christopher Columbus's journey to the New World, established the Spanish
Inquisition, and became one of the most influential female rulers in history

Born at a time when Christianity was dying out and the Ottoman Empire was aggressively expanding,
Isabella was inspired in her youth by tales of Joan of Arc, a devout young woman who unified her people
and led them to victory against foreign invaders. In 1474, when most women were almost powerless, twenty-
three-year-old Isabella defied a hostile brother and a mercurial husband to seize control of Castile and León.
Her subsequent feats were legendary. She ended a twenty-four-generation struggle between Muslims and
Christians, forcing North African invaders back over the Mediterranean Sea. She laid the foundation for a
unified Spain. She sponsored Columbus's trip to the Indies and negotiated Spanish control over much of the
New World with the help of Rodrigo Borgia, the infamous Pope Alexander VI. She also annihilated all who
stood against her by establishing a bloody religious Inquisition that would darken Spain's reputation for
centuries. Whether saintly or satanic, no female leader has done more to shape our modern world, in which
millions of people in two hemispheres speak Spanish and practice Catholicism. Yet history has all but
forgotten Isabella's influence, due to hundreds of years of misreporting that often attributed her
accomplishments to Ferdinand, the bold and philandering husband she adored. Using new scholarship,
Downey's luminous biography tells the story of this brilliant, fervent, forgotten woman, the faith that
propelled her through life, and the land of ancient conflicts and intrigue she brought under her command.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Dewey Newkirk:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Isabella: The Warrior Queen it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Sheri Reagan:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Isabella: The Warrior Queen which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Wallace Long:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is Isabella: The Warrior Queen. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this book you can
get many advantages.

Thomas Moore:

You may get this Isabella: The Warrior Queen by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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